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Chicago Chain Booming 


CD Spurs Rose’s Expansion 


BY MOIRA McCORMICK 


CHICAGO Burgeoning Compact 
Disc sales have spelled major ex- 
pansion for Rose Records here, says 
marketing director Ronna Hoff- 
berg. After opening its eighth unit 
last November in north suburban 
Evanston, Rose is currently scout- 
ing new territory for two more 
stores, scheduled to open within the 
year. And Rose Records’ two-story 
downtown flagship store on Wa- 
bash Ave. is expanding its space to 
the third floor, primarily to show- 
case CDs and cassettes. 

“Record and tape business has 
been either fairly static or has 
shown nice increases this year,” 
says Hoffberg, “‘but our growth 
phase is due primarily to the suc- 
cess of CD. Compact Disc is no step- 
sister. It is a fully bona fide third 
configuration.” 

Hoffberg says the Wabash 
store’s expansion is due to be com- 
pleted by summer. “With CDs gob- 
bling up bin space downstairs, 
we've been having to move catego- 
ries such as country to the second 
floor,” she notes. 

The 5,000 square foot third floor, 
soon to be vacated by its retiring 
tenant, will house ‘‘international 
music, easy listening, folk, country, 
spoken word” and other esoteric 
categories of disks, according to 
Rose Records chief Jim Rose. The 
second floor will feature almost ex- 
clusively classical music, and the 
first will be devoted to CD, cas- 
settes and pop/rock albums. 

Total floor space, including base- 
ment area, will run over 20,000 
square feet with the addition of the 
third floor, says Rose. 

Marketing director Hoffberg 
says that three “very different met- 
ropolitan locations” are being con- 


sidered for the two new Rose sites. 
“In anticipation of our quick expan- 
sion,” she adds, “we’ve been hiring 
as many new management people 
as possible.” 

The Compact Disc phenomenon, 
Hoffberg theorizes, ‘“‘is not an er- 
satz growth. No one’s calling it the 
quadraphonic of the ’80s. 

“With hardware and software 
prices being reduced, CD is no long- 
er the plaything of the privileged. A 
year ago, we were selling mostly 
classical and opera, with very little 
pop and rock. Now we're selling 
CDs of Ratt and Twisted Sister, 
which tells us that kids are buying 
the players now.” 

With CD now available in cars 
and personal stereos, Hoffberg 
adds, the Compact Disc should be- 
come even more of a “lauded and af- 
fordable configuration, and not just 
the commodity itself, but the ancil- 
lary lines—cleaners, storage 
units—are expanding as well as 
CD.”’ Compact Disc is available in 
all eight Rose locations, at $14.99- 
$15.99 regular price and $11.99- 
$12.99 sale price. 


For fast action, use 
ACTIONMART 


the Billboard 
Classified, 
Call Jeff Serette toll 
free at (800) 223- 
7524 (NY residents 
dial 764-7388) 


Imported Rock Posters 


Largest U.S.A. Distributor 
of 
ANABAS, ROCK-ON, HUNGRY TIGER 


All our posters are fully authorized 
for sale in the U.S.A. 


Order now for immediate delivery 


(800) 227-1666 or 
(800) 223-9669 (CA) 


Select Rock * Box 5551 


* Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
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ALBUMS 


The following configuration ab- 
breviations are used: LP—album; 
EP—extended play; CA—cassette, 
NA—price not available. Multiple 
records and/or tapes in a set ap- 
pear within parentheses follow- 
ing the manufacturer number. 


POPULAR ARTISTS 
CUNNINGHAM, JOHN, 
PHIL CUNNINGHAM, 
TRIONA NI DHOMHNAILL 
& MICHAEL O DOMHNAILL 
Relativity 
LP Green Linnet SIF 1059/$8.98 


DARK AGE 
LP Gnarly GNARL1 001 /Greenworld/$6.98 
CA GNARC1001/$6.98 


MOLLOY, MATT, & SEAN KEANE WITH 
ARTY McGLYNN 

Contentment Is Wealth 

LP Green Linnet SIF 1058/$8.98 


MOLLOY, MATT, TOMMY PEOPLES & 
PAUL BRADY 
LP Green Linnet SIF 3018/$9.98 


MOLONEY, MICK, ROBBIE O'CONNELL & 
JIMMY KEANE WITH LIZ CARROLL 
There Were Roses 

UP Green Linnet SIF 1057/$8.98 

SPROUT, JONATHAN 

A Light In The Night 

LP Sprout JS-032/$8.98 

CA JS-032C/$8.98 

VYPER 

Prepare To Strike 

LP Greenworid GWD 90501/$8.98 

CA GWC 90501/$8.98 


(Continued on page 69) 
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Tue FAMOUS COMPUTER 
CAFE” is not a new Los Angeles 
restaurant. It’s a radio show that 
spotlights developments in the 
personal computer field. 

“We are dedicated to de-mysti- 
fying home and business comput- 
ers,” says Michael Walker, who 
produces the show. ‘‘We also sup- 
ply information for those already 
familiar with computer hardware 
and software.” 

The one-year-old radio program 
grew to fame on Los Angeles’ 
KIEV and KFOX. On March 5, it 
will be streamlined to some 350 ra- 
dio stations via National Public 
Radio’s satellite feeds. 


L.A. audience 
tunes in to 
Dr. Disk at 

‘Computer Cafe’ 


Computer industry luminaries, 
including Electronic Arts’ Trip 
Hawkins, Atari’s Jack Tramiel, 
Don Estridge of IBM’s Entry Sys- 
tems division, Microsoft’s Bill 
Gates and nearly 50 others, have 
been interviewed for “The Fam- 
ous Computer Cafe.” Every Fri- 
day, the soft-spoken Dr. Disk does 
a call-in show. And if one happens 
to stump the doctor, he’ll research 
the question, find the answer and 
report on it next week. 

But the doctor, a computer ex- 
pert for a local think tank, is not 
easily stumped. On Feb. 15, he an- 
swered questions that ranged 
from recommending educational 
software and disk drives for Apple 
computers to the ins and outs of 
the operating system “ProDos.” 

After three weeks of airing the 
Dr. Disk segments, the show’s 
producers—Michael Walker, El- 

| len Walker and Andrew Vel- 
coff—say they are surprised by 
the overwhelming popularity of 
Dr. Disk. “I think people who own 


computers have many questions, 
and nowhere to ask them,” Ellen 
Walker notes. “They feel isolated. 
We are trying to appeal to those 
people by letting them know there 
is a place where they can call.” 

Adds Velcoff: “People call us up 
and say they want to come down 
to the cafe. ‘Where is it?’ they ask 
us. We are creating this fantasy 
that there is a place to go and dis- 
cuss computers. I think that is 
what we are trying to do: human- 
ize computers.” 

On Monday (25), “The Famous 
Computer Cafe” features Casio’s 
Jerry Kurinsky and Ed Alstrum 
along with Rodger Powell of the 
rock group Utopia. On Wednes- 
day, Infocom’s Joel Berez will 
talk about interactive fiction. And 
on Thursday, computer artist Da- 
vid Em will be featured. 

“We try to cover an array of 
computer uses,’’ says Michael 
Walker, from music to text adven- 
tures to making computerated art. 
We are very interested in profiling 
how people use computers.” 


Tue IBM-COMPATIBLE Com- 


paq computer is emerging as one 
of the few success stories in the 
computer industry. The Yankee 
Group recently called the portable 
computer reliable, available in 
quantities and supporting a pleth- 
ora of computer programs. The 
Boston-based research firm also 
lauded the computer maker for 
the quality of the instruction book- 
lets it publishes on how to use the 
computer. 

Year-end figures for the Hous- 
ton company pegged sales at $329 
million and net income at $12.9 mil- 
lion. A spokesman for the firm 
says that 1984 sales represented a 
196% increase over 1983. 

Fourth quarter 1984 sales fig- 
ures were $112.7 million and net 
income was $6.8 million, the 
spokesman says. For 1983’s fourth 
quarter, the company reported a 
total income of $3.2 million on 
sales of $52.2 million. 


35 YEARS OF 


POP, ROCK, AND 


VE 15% SPECIAL 
BOOK PLUS 
1981, 1982, 
1983 & 1984 
SUPPLEMENTS ONLY 
$49.95 


Prices includes shipping. 
SINGLES AND ALBUMS 
POP AND SOUL 
ALL IN ONE BOOK! 


Licensed by & Copyrighted” by 
BILLBOARD 
PUBLICATIONS 


NOW IN EVERY STATE 
PLUS 46 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


ANE 1985 


52 MONTHLY AND ANNUA 
CHARTS PER YEAR!!! 


(costs jess than '1.50/year) 
PLUS 
1400 Trivia questions & answers 
PLUS 
6 indexes! (vou will find every 
artist and every song that made 
Billboara’s. weekly top 10 singles 
and top 5 albums (Artist, record 
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included!!!) 
BLUEBERRY HILL PUBLISHING 
Box 24170 St. Louis. MO 63130 
Please send me: 
© set(s) of TOP 10's & TRIVIA 
1950-1984 at $49.95 
* copy(ies) of TOP 10's & TRIVIA 
1950-1980 at $35.00 
° copy(ies) of 1981 SUPPLEMENT at 
$6.00 
° copy(ies) of 1982 SUPPLEMENT at 
$6.00 


° copy(ies) of 1983 SUPPLEMENT at 
$6.00 | 
* copy(ies) of 1984 SUPPLEMENT at 
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